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Dr Bernard Schneider and Mrs Marjorie Schneider:

A Shared Legacy of Goodness and Greatness Carried Forward

This is a series of short articles about a family the members of which have lived not for themselves alone, and not for their own relatives alone, or even in their own country alone, but for others from all walks of life all over the world.

Though all of us know that self-centeredness has led to most of the ills of the modern world – and though most of us realize that we perpetuate these very ills by passing them on to our offspring just as surely as our genetic coding, and that they in turn will then carry on these same tendencies far into the future of human civilization – how many of us truly consider and act to fulfill the highest human potential of others, other than insofar as this aligns with our own self interest?

I am now researching and writing a series of short articles about a different type of people who have formed a different type of family. The progenitors of this family, fine arts expert Marjorie Schneider and her husband, nationally renowned physician Bernard Schneider MD, were themselves the children of immigrants to America. However, rather than devoting their lives to taking from the New World all that it could provide for them, they instead focused their attention on the needs of others.

Recognizing the arts as the highest means of cultivating human excellence, Marjorie Schneider has employed her profound knowledge and love of humanity over the past three-quarters of a century by becoming an internationally admired arts expert and by bringing this into service of her lifelong dedication to education and philanthropy: making it her lifelong mission to help others achieve the highest potential of creative excellence. In doing so, Schneider has fulfilled her own dream of nurturing in future generations the same opportunities for making a better life and a better world that has been the theme of her own life story: not only living up to the promise of the American dream, but to the dreams of all mankind.

Meanwhile, Marjorie’s husband Dr. Bernard Schneider has through ceaseless hard work built one of the nation’s most revered careers in health care: eventually coming to serve as Head of Ophthalmology, President of the Medical Staff and Trustee of some of the world’s finest health care institutions while also serving on the teaching staff of some of the world’s finest medical schools and remaining at the forefront of health care progress and reform throughout his five decade career practicing medicine.

Together, they have forged a legacy that knows no bounds: founding and guiding the now world renowned Apogee Foundation, which works tirelessly around the globe to discover, develop and celebrate creative excellence wherever it may be found.

To help them succeed in their ultimate task of making life better for all mankind, Bernard and Marjorie Schneider have been blessed with the loyalty of children who have enthusiastically carried on and expanded upon this legacy of goodness and greatness. Bernard and Marjorie Schneider’s four children, physicians Jill Schneider MD and Susan Schneider MD and attorneys Barbara Schneider and Kenneth Schneider, have been endowed by their loving parents with extraordinarily enlightened minds enabling them to look beyond others’ outward conditions to their true and ultimate potentials as a human beings: thus empowering others to achieve their dreams in whatever they do. 

Susan Schneider MD and Kenneth Schneider Esq have now succeeded to their parents’ seats on The Apogee Foundation’s Board of Directors, and are taking this sublime institution to new heights of achievement. Earlier this year, The Apogee Foundation was selected by an expert panel from among 10,000 nominees as the Top Non-Profit Organization, based on a study of its operations and programs around the world.

Passed on in this way, the legacy of Bernard and Marjorie Schneider will ripple through innumerable years and generations to come in ways that none of us can foresee – but that all of us, and those who follow us, can celebrate. It is this eternal legacy of encouraging us all to attain the summit of human potential that is now carried on by the Schneider family – a family that has now transcended all borders and which can now include all of us, if we only will take up the call and heed the challenge.

Richard Morrison is a journalist and a professional writer presently researching and writing about leaders in philanthropy around the world.

Bernard Schneider MD has served as Chief of Ophthalmology, President of the Medical Staff and Trustee at several major regional hospitals, holds teaching appointments at several of the country’s leading medical schools, and has led health care reform efforts at a national level. Dr. Schneider has been married for nearly 60 years to his beloved wife Marjorie Schneider, who is an internationally recognized expert in the fields of the arts and education.

Marjorie Schneider is a licensed antiquarian and internationally recognized art expert who also has higher degrees in horticulture and landscape design. Marjorie Schneider also is a lifelong professional educator and an active philanthropist who has provided substantial support to The Special Olympics and The Apogee Foundation for many years.
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